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VOL, XXxI AIR CORPS NEWS LETTER NO. 20. 
Information Division Munitions Building 
Air Corps October 15, 1938 








Washington, D.C. 


The chief yak mg of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 


and others connected with aviation. 


---000--- 


KELLY FIELD GRADUATES LARGEST CLASS IN HISTORY 


Graduation Exercises for Class 38-C 
were held at the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, pose Field, Texas, on Wed- 
nesday, October 5, 1938, The class con- 
sisted of 64 Regular Army officers and 
80 Flying Cadets, and was the largest 
graduating class in the history of the 
Training Center. 

The highlight of all the events of the 
day was the huge Aerial Review at 9:30 
a.m,, in which 135 planes of all types 
were flown by 15 Flying Instructors and 
144 students. This was the largest grad- 
uation aerial rewiew ever flown at Kelly 
Field and was witnessed by an estimated 
5,000 spectators. 

A total of 114 student officers and 
166 Flying Cadets from the Primary and 
Basic stages at the Primary Flying 
School, Randolph Field, Texas, formed a 
guard of honor for the reviewing party, 
which consisted of: 

ore tad General F.W. Rowell, UtS.A. ,Com- 
manding General, 2nd Div. and Fort Sam 
Houston; 


Brigadier General C.F, Humphrey, Jr., 
U.S.4., Commanding General, Jrd Field 
Artillery Brigade; a 

Brigadier General Barton K, Yount, Air 


Corps, Commanding General of the Air 
Corps Training Center; ; 

Colonel Frank D, Lackland, Air Corps, 
Commandant of the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School; 

Colonel Eugene A, Lohman, Air Corps, 
Assistant Commandant of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School; 

Lieut. Colonel John B, Brooks, Air 
Corps, Commandant of the Air Corps Pri- 
mary Flying School;- 

Lieut. Colonel Selby H, Frank, Ordnance 
Dept., Commanding Officer, San Antonio 
Arsenal; ; 

‘Lieut, Colonel Edwin B, Lyon, Air 
Corps, Assistant Commandant of the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School; 

Lieut. Colonel Coleridge L. Beaven, 
Medical Corps, Commandant, School of 
Aviation Medicine; 

Lieut, Colonel J.M, Thompson, Q.M.C., 
ee Officer, Camp Normoyle, Tex. ; 
Pf Lieut, Colonel H.J.F. Miller, Air 
pores Commanding Officer, Duncan Field, 


exas; 
las Johnston, Air Corps, 


Major Do 
Commanding Officer, Brooks Field, Texas; 


| 





Major John R, Morgan, Air Corps, Di- 
rector of Flying Training of the Air 
Corps Training Center. 

Following the review, exercises were 
held at the Post Theater at 10:45 a.m., 
where the class was addressed by Brig. 
General Delos C, Emmons, Air Corps, Com- 
mander of the lst Wing, GHQ Air Force, 
who presented each member with his grad- 
uation diploma, All pra ge received 
their wings and the official aeronautic- 
al rating of "Airplane Pilot." Hundreds 
of relatives, friends, and interested 
persons attended the various exercises. 

Among the student officers of the ~ 
class was Lieut. Charles B. Westover, 
son of the late Major General Oscar 
Westover, who at the time of his unfor- 
tunate crash was the Chief of the Air 
Corps. General Westover had been sched- 
uled to deliver the graduation address. 

—o the members of each class are 
some Flying Cadets who form a staff to 
assist the Commandant of Flying Cadets. 
These men are picked for their military 
ability, neatness, their ability in 
handling men, and their personality, and 
are given the titles of Cadet Captains 
and Lieutenants. This honor is coveted 
by all the Cadets, as it means that the 
ones selected "have what it takes." In 
Class 38-C, the Cadet Captain was Robert 
V. DeShazo, from Leeds, Alabama, The 
Cadet Lieutenants were William E, 
McEntire, of Fort Forth Texas, and John 
N, Carlton, of St. Peter, Minnesota, 

The presente address delivered by 
General Bumons was as follows: 

"First, let me state that I consider 
it a great honor to be invited to +. — 
address you at this time, and am grate- 
ful for the opportunity. 

Next, let me congratulate the class 
and their instructors for the well ex- 
ecuted review just completed. 

With the permission of the guests. and 
the instructors, I will direct my re- 
marks to the graduating class. You have 


| just completed a very difficult and tho- 


rough course of instruction, and have 
proven by the acid test that you are 
wortay of a commission in the Army. Air 
Corps, either as a regular or as a re- 
serve officer, You have made an excel- 
lent start'on a most interesting and ex- 
citing career, We who currently command 
- V~7865, A.C. 





tactical units and who receive most of 
you trated graduation, find the pro- 
duct of this school to be to our liking 
because you have had sound flying and 
disciplinary instruction; because you 
are in excellent physicel condition and 
do not dissipate; because you are as a 
_Tule enthusiastic, studious and anxious 
to learn; because you obey all orders 
willingly and cheerfully; because you 
are self reliant but modest in your ac- 
complishments; and because you belong to 
our close brothorhood of Air Corps offi- 
cers and are loyal to it. 

You will find upon arrival at your 
station a splendid lot of companions and 
associates who will welcome and assist 
you. You will learn that your conmand- 
ers all along the line will take a keen 
interest in your work and welfare. You 
will discover a fine lot of enlisted men 
with very high morale. You will join 
tactical units which, though under- 
strength, are effective and have an en- 
viable Esprit de Corps. You can count 
on trained and experienced leadership. 
You will be busy, but you will enjoy the 
work because it will be instructive and 
interesting. a5 

In single-engine units, you will pro- 
bably be assigned ~ after a short period 
of instruction - to the important posi- 
tion of airplane commander, In multi- 
engine units you will - after a consid- 
erable amount of individual instruction - 
be assigned as a regular member of an 
organized combat crew as co-pilot, navi- 
gator, cr bombardier, or on a unit staff 
gh Me acquire the necessary service 
and p 
units become the chief pilot and airplane 
commander. You will secure the required 
number of pilot hours by acting as co- 
pr7e% in Bombers or in the BO-l, a nun- 

er of which have been assigned to Bom- 
berdment and Reconnaissance units. 

It may interest you to know that a ~ 
number of recent graduates of the Train. 
ing Center, ane Luang some of you, have 
been assigned to multi-engine units with- 
out previous service with a single-engine 
unit, I am happy to report that the 
great majority of those that the First 
Wing received of the last class from the 
Training Center and assigned direct to 
Bombardment and Reconnaissance units,are 
doing very well and appear to be content- 
ed with their assignments. I would also 
like to report that practically all of 
the younger officers who have been trans- 
ferred from single-engine units to Bom- 
_ bardment and Reconnaissance squadrons in 
' Order to build them up, are delighted 

with their new assignments and opportu- 
nities, 

When er arrive at your new station, 
you will find a lot of new combat equip- 
ment. Some of it will be fast, much of 
it will be heavy, and all of it will be 
complicated, I just want to say that 





you need have no worries about handling 


this equipment, You have the technique 
of flying and the fundamentals, You 
will be given ample instruction and as- 
signed no positions or missions that 
ou cannot handle confidently and safe- 
lie an occasion like this it seems to 
be customary for the speaker to offer 


{| some advice to the graduating class, I 


don't want to be an exception and there- 
fore ask you to consider several matters 


.that may prove to be useful. 


The first subject is debts, These do 
more to endanger a young officer's 
career than anything I know ef, and far 
too many —_ officers incur more obli- 

ations F Sa hey can handle, Eventual. 
y, overdue bills and notes find their 
way to official channels with consequent 
embarrassment to the officer and to the 
service. I advise you, especially if 
married, to buy only what you can afford 
and not to attempt to buy all you think 
you need at once, Please understand 
that young people are not expected to 
have wach in the way of furniture, 
finery, or luxuries, and I can assure 
you that we - including your aga nemnane- 
ries - respect the man who is free from 
the worries of debt. 

In connection with furniture, let me 
call your attention to the quarters sit- 
vation, At many of our stations, in- 
cluding both March and Hamilton Fields, 
there is a great shortage of married 
officers' quarters. The chances are 
that many of you will have to live in 
adjoining towns on commutation, Oft- 


: e | times there are more furnished houses 
ot hours you will, in molti-engine| 


available than unfurnished ones, and 
the difference in rental is ne ae a ia 
small. May I suggest, therefore, tha 
you delay the purchase of furniture, 
etc., until you arrive at your station 
om Find out what your situation will 

e ° . 

My last piece of advice is to continue 
your professional and non-professional 
studies, To be realistic about it, you 
are in direct competition for future 
preferments with the finest group of 
young men in this nation, You simply 
cannot afford to fall behind the pro- 
cession,:and you will unless you devote 
& very substantial amount of your time 
te furtnering and broadening your educa- 

ion, 

In conclusion, let me heartily con- 
gratulate you on your success at this 
institution, Most of you are going al- 
most immediately to the GHQ Air Force, 
and we need and welcome you. Let me 
wish all of you every possible success." 

Of the 144 students who graduated from 
the Training Center on October 5, 1938, 
16 officers and 13 Flying Cadets speci- 
alized in Attack Aviation; 6 officers 
and 14 Flying Cadets in Observation Avi- 
ation; 18 officers and 39 Flying Cadets 
in Pursuit Aviation, and 24 officers and 
- : V-7865, A.C. 
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14 Flying Cadets in Bombardment Aviation. 
The roster of the graduating class is 
as follows: 
REGULAR ARMY OFFICERS 
Observation Aviation 


Captains 
Tarro, John Albert, ie. 





Till. 
lst Lts. 
Lee, Robert Merrill, Cav. Maine 
Mosby, John Trueheart, Inf, Virginia 


2nd Lts. 
Mauldin, Whiteford Carlisle,Cav.Lockesburg,Ark. 
Powell, Thomas E., Inf. San Francisco,Calif. 





Stratton, Wilbur H. ,Cav. Seattle, Wash. 
Pursuit Aviation 
lst Lts. 
Bondley, Charles J.,Jr., Ohio 
end Lts. 
Cain, Wm. Joseph,Jr., Int. Bayonne, N.J. 


Clingerman, Wm Ray,dr. ,CE 
Ellis, Gale Eugene, & 
Eriksen, John Gordon, FA 
Fellows, Richard Wm, Cav. 
Hammond, Harry Edwin, FA 
Holdiman, Thomas 4., QMC 
Holloway, Bruce Keener, Cav. 
Klocko, Richard P., Eng. 
Magoffin, Morton D., Inf. 
McElroy, Ivan Wilson | 
Robbins, Charles Louis,CAC 
Sprague, Charles A., Cav. 
Stark, Charles Wm, Jr., Inf. 
Stevenson, John D., CE 
Ulricson, John R., Cav. 
Wright, Harold Bell, CE . 


Bombardment Aviation 


end Lis. 
Agee, Sam Wilkerson,Jr. , FA Silver City, N.M. 
Batjer, John F., FA Houston, Texas 
Caldwell, Jack E., Inf. Searcy, Ark. 
Clark, Alan Doane, CAC Washington, D.C. 
Conway, Walter Clem, CAC Abilene, Texas 
Diehl, Conrad H., Jr. FA Washington, D.C. 


Terre Haute, Ind. 
Beaver Falls, Pa. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Algoma, Wis. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Marshalltown, Iowa 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Dunkirk, N.Y. 
‘Desrwood, Minn. 
Austin, Texas 
Elkhart, Ind. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Trenton, N.J. 
Tie Siding, Wyo. 
Milford, N.H. 
Calvin, Okla. 





Donohew, Jack N., CE Slater, Mo. 
Dorney, Harvey C., Cav. Olney, Ill. 
Dunlop, Woodrow Wm, Inf. Manville, R.I. 


Gray, Marshall R., Inf. Newton Center, Mass. 
Greeley, Horace, Inf. Jackson Heights, N.Y. 
Gurney, Samuel C., Jr., Cav. Ridgewood, N.d. 
Hackford, Richard E., CAC Gardenville, N.Y. 


Holcomn, George L., CE Kemp, Texas 
Horiigan, Wm Kienle, FA Fort Thomas, Ky. 
McL.mald, William E., Cav. Urich, Mo. 


Ohman, Nils Olof, CE 
Preston, Maurice A., Cav. 
Rutherford, Alvord, CAC 
Sanborn, Kenneth 0., Inf. 
Spilman, Lawrence A., Cav. 
Taylor, Robert, erd., CAC 
Wade, Kenneth Sayre, SC San Diego,Calif. 
Westover, Charles B., FA Washington, D.C. 


Attack Avietion 
end Lt3. 

Andrews, Frank Wm, In? | Glendale, Calif. 
Barden, Richard R., SC Pen Yan, N.Y. 
Brummel, Donald B., QC Chicago, I1l. 
Denson, Render D., Inf. Birmingham, Ala. 
Durham, Jasper N., Inf. Salem, Mo. 

Houston, Texas 


East Dedham, Mass. 
Tulare, Calif. 
Washington, D.C. 
Potter Place, N.H. 
Ottumwa, Iowa 
Baltimore, Md. 





Eckman, Walter, CE 


~5 





Sausalito, Calif. 


Green, Malcolm, Jr., Inf. 
Middletown, Ohio 


Herman, Robert H., CAC 
Hipps, William G., Cav. Curwensville, Pa. 
Leland, Gordon C., Inf. San Jose, Calif. 
Low, Curtis Raymond, CAC Needham Hts., Mass. 


Marr, Harold Everett,Jr., FA Searport, Me. 
Miller, Joseph A., Jr., Inf. Brevard, N.C. 
Pell, Floyd Joaquin, Cav. Ogden, Utah 


Posey, James Theo, Inf. Henderson, Ky. 
van Leuven, Harry F., FA Minneapolis, Minn. 
FLYING CADETS 
Attack Aviation 


Arnold, Walter Erath, Jr,* 
Bylander, Richard Murr 
Cole, Perry Sherman?@ Washington, Ind. 
DeShazo, Robert Vernon* Leeds, Ala. 
Flack, Rudolph Emil West Los Angeles, Calif. 
Howery, Allen Moore Russellville, Temn. 
Hubbard, Ronald Dean Warren, Ohio 
Madre, John Douglas his, Tenn. 
Moffett, Christopher Otho Fordyce, Ark. 
Robinson, Gerald Graham Los Angeles, Calif. 
Stuart, Robert Hartwell San Jose, Calif. 
Welborn, Kenneth Moses Ky. 
Young, Sig’ Rodgers Tucson, Ariz. 
. ' Bombardment Aviation 

Adams, Jack, Jr. Walters, Okla. 
Bohnaker, William John Platteville, Wis. 
Carlton, John Noble St. Peter, Minn. 
Courtney, Harold Douglas Fullerton, Calif. 
Eisenhart, Charles Marion Culbertson, Neb. 
Green, Edwin Smith Imperial, Calif. 
Lindsay, James Robert Santa Paula, Calif. 
Menierre, Ernest Roderic Hartford, Conn. 
McGinity, Frank Joseph Denville, N.J. 
Nisbett, Charles Albert East Hartford, Conn. 








El Paso, Texas 
Little Rock, Ark. 





Proctor, John Peebles! Athens, Ge. 
Sharp, Frank Douglas Salem, Ore. 
Sullivan, John’Lynn ~ Scranton, Pa. 


Wade, Horace Milton Magnolia, TArk. 


Observation Aviation 
Bacon, Thomas Philip Bessemer, Ala. 
Casey, Edward Richard2 Boston, Mass. 
Eidson, Harry Taylor Indianapolis, Ind. 
Fitzgerald, Maurice Joseph Fort Gnith; Ark. 
Gilbert, Huntington Kerr Dorset, Vte 
Hamilton, McHenry, Jr. Alexandria, La. 
Heinlein, Oscar Allen Sacramento, Calif. 
Hopper, Rowland Wells Fresno, Calif. 
Kime, Duane Louis Milwaukee, Wis. 
Knorre, Frederick James,Jr.San Francisco, Calif. 
Lawrence, Reesor Mott Oakland, Calif. 
Longino, Houston Walker,Jr.Silver Creek, Miss. 
McGowan, Leland Stanford Alhambra, Calif. 
Nothstein, Charles Lewis Norman, Okla. 


Pursuit Aviation 








Baxter, Forrest Houston 
Bullis, Harry J. 
Cleveland, William H. 
Feeney, Francis Robert 
Fountain, Willard Asa 
Greasley, Philip Henry 
Healy, John Patrick 
Holcombe, Elton Earl 
Hubbard, Glenn Elwoog 
Kluever, Arnold F.A.°2 
Knox, John Max 


Hazel, S.D. 
Portiand,. Mich. 
San Francisco ,Calif. 
Boston, Mass. 
Hialeah, Fla. 
West Hartford, Conn. 
North Bergen, N.J. 
Atlanta, Texas 
Durand, Wis. 
Atlantic, Iowa 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Mason, Joe Lemard -Columbus, Ohio 
McEntire, William Elza? Fort Worth, Texas 
- ‘V-7865, A.C. 





McKechnie, Robert Ross 
O'Brien, Frank Edwin 
Osborn, John William 
Pinkston, Gladwyn Earl 
Prichard, William Jesse: 
Quinn, Robert Sidney 
Roberts, John Alva, Jr. 
Rockey, Guy Hamilton 
Salzarulo, Raymond Paul 
Schwartz, Paul 
Shilling, Eriksen Emerson Washington, D.C. 
Slayden, Van Hatton? Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
Sparks, Walter William, Jr. Inverness, Miss. 
Starkey, James Fred Greeley, Colo. 
Stefonowiez, LeRoy Len Wildrose, N.D. 
Sullivan, Wi, Alexander,Jr.2 Aspinwall, Pa. 
Taylor, Ozburn marly Nashville, Tenn. 
Thurman, Wayne Earl Lincoln, Neb. 
Toliver, Raymond Frederick Fort Collins, Colo. 
Tuell, Joseph Charles Bisbee, Ariz. 
Walker, Arthur Jemes New Orleans, La. 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Concord, N.H. 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Phillipsburg, N.J. 
Inverness, Miss. 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Beebe, Ark. 
Athens, Ohio 
Richmond, Ind. 
Tampa, Fla. 


Ward, Brewster Buffalo, N.Y. 
Westbrook, Sem Wilkins3a Faunsdele, Ala. 
Wintermite, Ira Francis Salem, Ore. 
Wiper, Samuel Bey Sheldon, N.D. 


Yurkanis, Paul Jchn South Boston, Mass. 


Note: 1 ~ 2nd Lieut., Cavalry Reserve 
2- 2nd Lieut., Infantry Reserve 
3 - end Lieut., Field Artillery Reserve 
3a~- lst Lieut. Field Artillery Reserve 
4 2nd Lieut. Engineer Reserve 
5 - 2nd Lieut. Coast Artillery Reserve 


Special Orders of the War Department assign- 
ed the conmissioned graduates of the Air Corps 
Training Center to the following Air Corps sta- 
tions for duty, as follows: 


To Barksdale Field, La.: Lieuts. Hipps,McElroy, 
Sprague, ven Leuven and Wright. : 

To Brooks Field, Texas: Captain John A. Tarro. 

To Fort Br N.C.: _ Lieut. Mosby. 

To Fort or at Lieut. Lee. 

© Fort Lewis, Wash.: Lieut. Stratton. 

To Hamilton Field, Calif.: Lieuts. Agee, Wade, 
Dunlop, Holcomb, Preston, Taylor. 

To Hawaiian Department: Lieuts. Barden, Cain, 




















Denson, Diehl, Durham, Eckman, Gray, Hackford, 


Hammond, Holdiman, Holloway, Ohman, Posey, 

Robbins and Rutherford. 

To Langley Field, Va.: Lieuts. Bondley, Clark, 
Dorney, r Ilis, Kiocko, Stevenson. . 

To March Field, Calif.: Lieuts. Brummell, 
Donohew, Green, Herman, Leland, Low,McDonald, 

Pell and Westover. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Lieuts. Batjer, 
Greeley, Gurney, Sanborn, Spilman and 
Mauldin. 

To Moffett Field, Calif.: Lieut. Powell. 

To the Philippine Department: Lieuts. Caldwell, 
Fellows and Horrigan. 

To Selfridge Field, Mich.: . Lieuts. Clingerman, 

riksen, Magoffin, Stark and Ulricson. 

“ith respect to the assignment to extended 
active duty at Air Corps station of the Flying 
Cadet graduates, it is expected that War De- 
partment orders will shortly be issued covering 
such assignments. 
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RETIREMENT OF MASTER SERGEANT HIXSON 


Master Sergeant William A. Hixson, Air 
Corps, was placed on the-wetired ligt, Septer 
ber 30, 1938, after three decades of service, 
and on September 28th a banquet was tendered 
him by the personnel of the Administrative 
Section, Base Headquarters and Ist Air Base 
Squadron, Langley Field, Ve. 

Colonel Lawrence Churchill, Base Executive 


| Officer, complimented Sergeant Hixson on his 


long and efficient service, and stated that 
the test wishes of the entire personnel would 
accompany him into his well earned retirement. 
Major Paul J. Mathis, Commanding Officer of 
the Administrative Section; 2nd Lieut. Paul 
Dane, former Adjutant, and 2nd Lieut. Willian 
D. Lee, Jr., present Adjutant cf the Section, 
also lauded Sergeant Hixson's ‘services. The 
members of the organization with which he was 
comnected presented Sergeant Hixson with a 
high-powered automatic rifle. 

Born at Dunlap, Fetachie County, Tem, 
Sergeant Hixson enlisted in the U.S. Army at 
the age of 18, joining the 118th any, 
Coast Artillery Corps, at Fortress Monroe, Va. 
He remained with this unit until June 15, 
1914, when he reenlisted for the Sixth Com- 
pany, Coast Artillery, in the Philippines. 
He remained with the Coast Artillery until © 
1922, when he joined the Air Corps at Kelly 
Field, Texas. When the Fourth Air Park sta- 
tioned there wes disbanded, Sergeant Hixson 
was transferred in grade to the newly organiz- 
ed 59th Service Squadron, lcaated at Langley 
Field, Va., where he has remained for twelve 
yeers. 

The Sergeant, Mrs. Hixson and their son, 
William A., Jr., will reside at 704 Libby 


| Avemue. Richmond, Va. 


---000--~ 


MANY PROMOTIONS AMONG EMLISTED MEN AT RANDOLPL - 


As the result of the additional increase in 
personnel allotted to the Army Air Corps, 15 
Sergeants, stationed at Randolph Field, Texas, 
were promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant; 
27 Corporals were elevated to the grade of 
Sergeant, and 39 Privates and Privates lst 
Class were made Corporals. At the same time, 
Randolph Field was given an increase of 120 
men, and the News Letter Correspondent express 
es the hope that these will be recruited 
within the 8th Corps Area. 

The list of new f Sergeants include -- 
Frank Lewis, Eugene J. Baldauf and Ramon C. 
Bradford, Headquarters and Headquarters Sauad- 

ron} 

Albert Lessard, Alonzo Jacobs, Jr., and 


'Porter W. Fergerson, 46th School Squadron; 


Herman G. Mize, Howard R. Bilby and Frenk 
A. Bulgawiez, 47th School Squadron; 

James S. Battle, Vance Z. Cornelius, 52nd 
School Squadron; . 

Roy :. Serle and Ladislaus J. Laiewski, 
53rd School Squadron; 

Henry Fennel and Jack S. Walters, 11th Air 
Base Squadron. oe 

V~7865, A.C. 











i z- 


Os 





19TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP WINS DAEDALIAN AND COLOMBIAN TROPHIES 
By the March Field Correspondent ; 


In an impressive ceremony on the morn- 
ing of Sep ember 2lst, before troops of 
the 19th Bombardment Group, drawn up on 


the parade ground at March Field, River- 
side, Calif., the late Major General 
Oscar Westover and Major General Frank 
M, Andrews presented the Daedalian and 
Colombian Trophies to Lieut. Colonel 
Harvey S. Burwell, Commanding Officer of 
the Group. Both Trophies, won by the 
19th Group for the splendid record of 
10,942 hours of flying during which only 
one minor accident occurred, were pre- 
sented as a bee, morning sun beat 
down on the assembled troops. 

The initial presentation of the new 
Daedalian Trophy, given to the Air Corps 
by the Order of the Daedalians, an or- 
ganization of Air Corps officers who saw 
active duty as pilots during the World 
War, was made by Major General Westover 
only a few hours before his tragic death. 
Standing before the tall, gleaming Tro- 
phy General Westover spoke ree | of 

is pride in the achievement of the 19th 
Group. He said: "Records show that the 
19th Bombardment Group flew more hours 
per airplane than any other organization 





in the GHQ Air Force or in the entire 
Air Corps, " 

General Andrews, in presenting the 
Colombian Trophy, won in 1936 and 1937 
Ls the 3rd Attack Group of Barksdale 
Field, La., stated that exceptional abil 
ity of officers and men was necessary in 
being able to acquire this Trophy, in 
view of the fact that during the year 
the Group had to fly and maintain a new 
type of airplane. The Trophy was ori 
ginally given to the Commanuing General 
of the GHQ Air Force for presentation,as 
he saw fit, to any tactical unit of the 
GHQ Air Force, by the Colombian Govern- 
ment. 

Lieut. Colenel Burwell, himself a 
Daedalian, received both trophies for 
his men and himself, and stated that 
credit should go first to the enlisted 
mechanics for their expert maintenance 
work and, second, to airplane commanders 
and pilots. Colonel Burwell's leader- 
ship and strict supervision of the 19th 
Bombardment Group was no doubt one of 
the main contributing factors in the 
fine record made by that organization 
during the past year. 


~-~-000--~ 


ARKANSAS NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN COMPLETE FIELD TRAINING 
By Lieut. Chester A, Cockrill, 154tn Sqdn. 


The 154th Observation Squadron, Arkan- 
sas National Guard, Little Rock, Ark,., 
returned from Eglin Field, Valparaiso, 


Fla., on September 3rd, after completing 
one of the most successful field train- 
ing periods in its history. During this 


ten-day period, practically all the 
Pilots and observers qualified in aerial 
gunnery. Lieut. William D, Hopson, 
Pilot, was high scorer on front nery, 
and Lieut, Lindley H, Clawson, observer, 
on rear pumere.. Over thirty thousand 
rounds of ammunition were expended which, 
we understand, is more ammunition than 
any peacetime unit has expended since 

the World War. Much of the success of 
aerial gunnery practice is due to the 
Wholehearted endeavors of Lieut. Francis 
M. Coates, Armament Officer; Lieut. 
Gil»yert Leigh, Jr., Assistant Armament 
Officer, and the entire Armament Section 
Which worked day and night. 

The total flying time during the en- 
Sp pent was 363 hours, 35 minutes. or 
e? hours and 58 minutes per pilot, ‘The 
total observer time was 64 hours and 20 
Minutes, or 8 hours. and 2 minutes per 
Observer, Captain Robert H, Baker, Op- 
erations Officer, and Lieut. John D. 
owe, Engineering Officer, plus perfect 
lying weather, are largely responsible 
for so much flying time. Also, the de- 
Sire to get away from the hordes of 





Florida "biting" flies had a lot to do 
with it. "Florida swagger sticks" (fly 
swatters) were standard equipment among 
all officers. 

Chief credit for the success of our 
1938 encampment is due our Commanding 
Officer, Major Adrian Williamson, in co- 
ordinating the work of the various sec- 
tions and upholding the discipline and 
efficiency of the entire Squadron, 

Dering the encampment all pilots were 
given an opportunity to fly the new 
North American 0-474 Observation plane, 
and they handled it perfectly. In- 
structor, Major Robert D. Knapp, has 
just returned from the North American 

acvory with one of these planes, and 
the Squadron is very proud of it, All 
pilots are required to read all tech- 
nical orders pertaining to the 0-474, 
get in ten hours of airdrome flying, and 
make at least twenty landings before be- 
ing allowed to make cross-country trips 
in it. Lieut. Howe, our Engineering 
Officer, spent several days in the North 
American factory, and he and Major Knapp 
gave a very interesting lecture at the 
officers' meeting on Wednesday evening, 
September 28th, on the operating charac- 
teristics of our new airplane. 

ow Ol) CO wae 

The News Letter would like to hear 

from other National Guard organizations. 
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CONSIDERABLE TIME BY FLYING INSTRUCTORS 


One thousand and ninety-four times 
around the earth at the equator, at 100 
miles per hour - 27,369,000 miles - 31 

ears of continuous flying - 273,697 


ours. These are the calculations ar- 
rived at when a recent study was made of 
the total flying time of a representa- 
tive ag of officers at the Air Corps 
Primary Flying School at Randolph Field, 
Texas. Only those with more than 2,000 
hours' time were considered in the tabu- 
lation, which showed that 95 pilots had 
reached this figure. : 

Dean of them all is Captain B.A, "Bunk" 
Bridget, with a total time of 6113 hours, 
or approximately 24 times around the 
world — again figuring at.only 100 miles 

er hour. Close on Captain Bridget's 

eels comes Major J,R. Glascock, with 
5836 hours, followed by Captain J.W. 
Andrew with 5623 hours; Major §.7T. Smith 
with 5053 hours; and, finally, Major 
John R, Morgan closing the select "over 
5000 hour" group with a "bare" 5022 
hours. ; 

Of the 95 pilots amassing the figures 
set forth in the first paragraph, above, 
a majority of them are either Stage Com- 
manders, Assistant Stage Commanders, 
Flight Commanders, Flying Instructors, 
or directly connected with the Flying 
Department of the Primary Flying School, 
thus giving an insight into the experi- 
ence and background of the flying per- 
sonnel cf the school, 

To look at the current pee regard- 
ing Siving time, during the month o 
August, 1938, personnel of the Primary 
Flying School, including instructors and 
students, flew a total of 16,504 airplane 
hours, or a distance equivalent to more 
than 66 times around the earth, still 
using 100 miles per hour as the basis. 

_ "And speaking of Captain Beige’, who 
is in the ultra exclusive '6,000-hour 
Club,'"concludes the Randolph Field Cor- 
respondent, "how many pilots are there 
in the Air Corps, if any, who can top 
this record?" . 
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REFRESHER COURSE FOR RESERVE OFFICERS 


Eighteen second lieutenants of the Air 
Reserve, who are not graduates of the 
Air Corps Training Center, recently re- 
ported at Randolph Field, Texas, for the 
purpose of taking a special "Refresher" 
flying course. All of the officers re- 
porting have had considerable flying ex- 
perience, either in commercial, private, 
or military aviation in the form of two- 

week tours on active duty. 

Scheduled to start their training on 
the Primary Stage on October 10th, it is. 
expected that t. ey will progress suffici- 
ently to enable them to go to the Basic 


The course for the Reserve Officers 
will be based entirely on the proficien- 
cy of the individual, sufficient time 
being spent on each of the two stages 
at Randolph Field and also the Advanced 
Flying Scnool at Kelly Field to acquaint 
them represent with the Air Corps 
method of flying. It is expected that 
the entire course will occupy about 12 
weeks, . 

Upon the completion of the course, 
these officers will be ordered to two 
years' active duty with tactical organ- 
izations, with the possibility of an ad- 
ditional tour on active duty as a first 
lieutenant. . 

A roster of the second lieutenants . 
taking the course includes: 


F,M, Adams Burbank, Calif. 
W.S. Bagnick Detroit, Mich, 
J.0. Beckwith, Jr. Waterville, le. 
L.R. Gibboney Cincinnati, Ohio 
W.L., Hawkins Oklahoma City, Okla. 
W.W. Holmes Mineral Wells, Texas 
R.J. Koster Cincinnati, Ohio 
C.J. Langmack Albany, Ore, 
Eugene McCurdy Tulsa, Okla, 
C.W. Maynard Putnam, Conn. 
A.J.H. Mueller,Jr. Seguin, Texas 
C.A. O' Quinn Atlanta, Ga. 
F.H, Postal Chicago, I11, 
L.E. Thomas Austin, Texas 
C.J. Tippett San Francisco, Calif, 
W.K. Warner Saginaw, Mich. 
L.W. Sanders Fort Wayne, Ind. 
D.D. Cascio New York, N.Y. 


---~000-—— 
THE FLOWERS THAT BLOOM IN THE FALL, ETC. 


The organizationg at Kelly Field, San 
-Antonio, Texas, have worked industrious- 
ly and conscientiously in the policing 
of areas around buildings. Even though 
the buildings are more taan 20 years 
old, the post always appears neat and 

well kept. 

Tne 66rd School Squadron has paid par- 
ticular attention to landscaping, plant- 
ing and in the development cf a variety 
of types of plants and flowers. The 
landscaping was planned so that flowers 
with color variety adorn the barracks 
area all twelve months of the year. The 
cape jasmires would be a credit to 
tropical gerden. Even now in the fall 
months a new crop of giant zinnias are 
blooming in abundance, The chrysanthe- 
mums, with large heads and shewy flow- 
ers, have begun to bloom. But the 63rd 
has the greatest pride in its roses. It 
has no less than 200 rose bushes, repre- 
senting the most beautiful variety in 
America.’ So, even though the barracks 
are old, Kelly Field is a beautiful and 
finé place in which to live. 


---000--~ 


Major Armin F,. Horold,.Air Corps, was 





Stage when the regular class starts fly- 


ing there, about October 21st. 4 


‘promoted to Lieut. ‘Colonel (tempora 
with rank from October 8, 1938.” ry) 
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A Via 2 TO 


BOGOTA, 


COLOMBIA 





By lst Licut. Carl M, Parks, Air Corps 


Ed. Note: 


First Lieut. Parks, of the 24th Pursuit Squadron, 
Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, 
weeks in Bogota, Colombia, during + 


ent a period of two 
the month of August, as a 


fencing official at the Bolivarian Olympics which were held 
there. The following article is an account of his visit. 


Tae "Sabana of Bogota" lies at an alti- 
tude of 8,500 feet in the mountains east 
of the Magdalena River of Colombia, It is 
a long tray-like work of nature, which 
Indian legend says was formerly a Lake - 
Leke Bogota, The legend would have us be- 
lieve that many years age a priest in 
search of water struck a rock with his 
staff and water gushed forth - pure vwater- 
forming a lake, This subsequently drain- 
ed, leaving a wide expanse of practically 
level terrain with a few hills which pos- 
sibly were once islands in Lake Bogota. 

Since Bogota is so high and ‘so ‘near 
the equator, the temperature is fairly 
constant the year ‘round, The air is 
cool and invigorating - dcewnright cold 
to these unaccustomed to it - but the 
poses of Bogota scoff at the idea of 

eating their homes, 

The city has a population of about 
325,000, and at the present: time is un- 
dergoing intensive reconstruction, Old 
heuses and buildings are being demolished 
to make way for new and modernistic struc- 
tures of 4, 12 design. Wide new streets 
are being laid,and beautiful parks crowd- 
ed with native flowers dot the city. 

One of the several points of particular 
interest is the Cathedral of Monserate, 
which is situated atop a mountain over- 
looking Bolivar Pass just outside of the 
“eth The cathedral proper is an old 
building to which an addition has recent- 
ly been made, materials for which were 
carried up the mountain in the arms of 
natives, He is a proud Colombian who 
had any part in this reconstruction. A 
cable-car scales the mountain now, and 
there is an excellent view of the sur- 
te countryside from the top. At 
night, flood lights illuminate the build- 
ing, and from the city. below the effect 
1s that of a cathedral in the sky. 

At the point where the priest presuma- 
bly struck the rock with his staff there 
1s & waterfall called "Techandarna Falls." 
The river drops three hundred feet and 
the clouds of mist arising franthe base 
obscure at times the hotel situated there. 
Vari-colored lights which play or. the 
falls at night make it a beautiful sight, 
indeed. Here religious fanatics, disap- 
pointed lovers and such, constantly bring 
annoyance to the authorities by diving 
into the river from the brink of thefalls. 
Their bodies are never recovered. 

About 25 miles from the city to the . 
nerth lies a mountain which to all out- 
ward appearances is much like any of the 





Others. It is literally a mountain of 


salt. Huge‘corridors have been dynamit- 
ed out of the pure rock salt which forms 
the mountain, with solid pillars of salt 
left tc support the roof, There is a 
constant haze of acrid smoke from dyna- 
mite in the vast halls, .and the air: is 
charged with the sharp, pungent smell, 

At the foot of this mountain of salt 
lies a typical Colombian village. Ina 
small restaurant there I had my first 
taste of the rice wine, considered such 
a delicacy bythe natives. White and 
eatin & it has'a heavy, sweetish taste 
which is not agreeable at the first try. 

The average Colombian aegerentty pos- 
sesses quite an appetite, for at meal 
time two complete and separate meals are 
set before you. If anything, the second 
is larger than the first, and it usually 
happens that the uninitiated has no room 
whatsoever left for the second, All of 
the food is excellent, and something 
might be said for the advantages of hav- 
ing an entirely separate dinner to resor~ 
to in the event that No. 1 is not to 
one's liking. : 

Motion pictures providethe bulk of ths 
entertainment, Occasionally there are 
dances ~the maidens heavily chaperoned - 
and there are no dance halls or cabarets. 
A new country club is under construé- 
tion just outside of the city, and it is 
anticipated that it will vely the enter- 
tainment situation considerably. 


---000--= 


DEATH OF TWO VETERAN AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


The sad news was just received of the 
death of two veteran Air Corps officers - 
Colonel Percy 3, Van Nostrand, command- 
ing officer. of March Field, Calif., who 
succumbed'to a leart attack, and Major 
John H. Gardner, a student at the Com- 
mand and General Staff School, Ft. Leaven- 
wortn, Kans., who, walking across the 
ramp preparatory to making a flight, did 
not see a plane being taxied slowly by 
another Air Corps officer of the School. 

The. deép sympathy of. the Air Cozps is 
extended to the bereaved families of 
these two officers. 


-~-000--~- 


LI@ELE ROCK, ARK., INVITES AIRMEN 


“The 154th Observation Squadron, Arkan- 
sas National Guard,.Little Rock, Ark., 


now operates a Hotel DeGink-in conjunc- 


tion with the officers! club room, ,The 


News mek (3 Correspondent of that or-.: 


Continued on Page 8 
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EYEBROWS FOR BI-9 AIRPLANES 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


The recently devised "eyebrow" slots, 
a product of the Air Corps Materiel Di- 
vision, Wright Field, Ohio, are being 
installed on all BT-9 type airplanes at 
Randolph Field, Texas, t is expected 
that the wane, SEE enets of planes at 
this statien will be so equipped by the 
time flight training is started for the 
class new being transferred to the Basic 
Stage of the Primary Flying School, The 
installation of these "eyebrows" has 
somewhat hampered the extended naviga- 
tien flights usually accomplished by the 
instructor staff between classes, but 
arrangements have been made to permit a 
limited number of the 9's to be avail- 
abic far this purpose. 

ihe installatien of the slots is be- 
ing carried out at Randolph Field under 
the supervision of a crew from the San 
Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 
As soon as the Randolph Field persennel 
become familiar with the installation, 
it is expected that the work will be 
turned over to them, 

Many favorable comments have been 
heard on ee eer ere ef the slots, 
which are of the fixed type rather than 
those which go into operation when ap- 
proaching a stall, Affixed to the lead- 
ing edge of each wing, directly in front 
sf the ailerons, the slots protrude 
about three inches from the leading edge, 
ani »ilots who have flown pane equip- 

ed with them state that they offer 

itvie or no added resistance. Their 
function is to permit a smooth flow of 
air acress the ailerons:at low speeds, 
thus aiding in the more rapid recovery 
frem stalls and potential spins. 

An acute engine shortage, which for a 
time threatened to disrupt student 
training, was solved partially when a 
Tecunical Crder, changing the time for 
enciae change on the R-975-7 from 350 
he-zs to 500 hours, was rescinded. Dur- 
ine the time the order was in effect, 
both Duncan Field, the overhaul depot 
for the area, ans Benw ta Field person- 
nel worked overtime ae ying and chang- 
ing engines in the ee 8s. 
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SERGEANT SAYS GOOD-BYE TO ANOTHER CLASS 


The graduation exercises at Kelly 
Field, Texas, on Wednesday, October 5th, 
marked another occasion for Sergeant 
Jozsph E, Bigley, Air Corps, one of 
Keliy Field's "old-timers," to say good- 
bye to a class at the Advanced Flying 
School, In Sergeant Bigley's opinion, 
working with the Cadets is "old stuff," 
and yet always fresh and gee o He 
fas been the First Sergeant of the Fly- 
ang Cadet Detachment for seven years, 
end says he has met as fine & group of 
young men as can be found anywhere in 





the country today. As the result of his 
close contact with the Cadets, it is 
only natural to expect that the Sergeant 
made many friends among them, and he 
bade them farewell with reluctance. 
Sergeant Bigley is a native of Vinton, 


Iowa, He ran away from home in 1915 and 
enlisted in the Canadian Army. He was a 
member of the Canadian Black Watch of 
the World War, and was a British Air 
Force observer. He returned to Canada 
in 1919 and was mustered out at Toronto. 
After five years in civilian life, he 
enlisted at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, 
Since then he served in Hawaii and vari- 
ous Air porpe fields in this country. He 
came to Kelly Field mn 1932. 
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SCOOTERS BECOME POPULAR AT RANDOLPH 


According to the News Letter Corres- 
pondent, putt, putts, and not golf putts 
either, are all the rage at Rando lp 
Field, the "West Point of the Air." 

Motor scooters of all sizes, types and 
descriptions are in use on the post, and 
almost every day more are being added to 
the list of two-wheeled agencies of 
transportation. All are registered with 
the Provost Marshal's Office, and bear a 
Post identification tag, es like their 
big brothers - the automobiles. 

Captain James §. Stowell, Commandant 
of Cadets, owns a blue and cream colored 
creation, with a padded seat, lights for 
night driving, and even a tiny horn. His 
scooter, however, is a "store bought" 
one, and is much scorned by Lieut. Joe 
W. Kelly, whose dingy red job is a pro- 
duct of his own ingenuity. A washi 
machine motor, retired after honorable 
service in motivating the automatic wash 
tub, furnishes the power, An automobile 
fan belt trensmits the paver to a clutch 
arrangement, aud from there a bicycle 
chain and strocket take up the burden of 
carrying the quarter horsepower to the 
rear wheel. cigar box lid is the 
brake pedal, and the handle bars were 
sakvages from a bicycle on the junk 

eap. 

Between these two extremes are at least 
20 other scooters, some of them challeng- 
ing Captain Stowell's medium of trans- 
portavion for top nonors, Others vie 
with Lieut. Kelly's priae and joy for 
the position at the never of the list. 


Little Rock Invites Airmen (From Page 7) 


ization states that all pilots and 

heir passengers will be shown — con- 
sideration by the Squadron, and he hopes 
Air Corps personnel will avail them- 
selves of these facilities.. Very.good 
meals at reasonable cost can be secured 
at the Municipal Airport Cafe, which is 
in close prox ged to the hangar and 
administration. building of the Squadron. 
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RIO HATO -— GUNNERY CAMP OF THE 19TH WING 
By 2nd Lieut. J.H, Paul, Air Reserve 


Those Air Corps pilots who have served 
in the Canal Zone will find an old famil- 
iar ring in such names as Chame, Chepo, 
Chorrera, Aguadulce, Pocri, Las Lajas, 
David and Jaque. They will remember rain 
closing into Chame Pass, and the lights 
of the Canal locks at night, and many 
other things. But most of all, they will 
remember Rio Hato, the gunnery camp of 
the 19th Wing, 

The landing field at Rio Hato lies 65 
miles southeast of Albrook Field, along 
the ragged coastline of the Bay of Pana- 
ma. The ewan tey thereabouts is quite 
similar to sections of southwest Texas - 
rolling lowland, veined with aveoyen 
and sparsely scattered with scrubby tim- 
ber, In a steady northward slope the 
land rises to the crest of a mountain 
ridge midway between the Pacific and 


- Atlantic Oceans - the Continental Divide. 


Nearby are the little villages of 
Anton and La.Venta, the latter now in 
the process of commercializing a mile- 
long beach of gent beauty, and a half 
mile offshore in deep blue water lies 
the "Facallon de Chiru" - a massive rock 
which is a landmark for. miles around and 
where livo the hungriest fish in 
Christendom. A-modern inn, justly 


- famous throughout the Panamanian Repub- 


lic, stands on a bluff Plea pm the 
sea, Its owner, Mr. Asger Kierulfif, a 
Native of Denmark, is the principal 
landholder in the vicinity, and it is 
from his land conpnny that the Army 
leases the land at Rio Hato. 

In April of 1934, Major R.L. Walsh, 
Air Corps, who then commanded the 16th 
Pursuit Group at Albrook Field, recom- 
mended in a letter to the late Lieut, 
Colonel Wm. C. McChord, Commander of the 
19th Wing, that the landing field at Rio 
Hato be considered as a base of opera~ 
tions for ground and aerial gunnery and 
for field maneuvers. Major Walsh drew 
attention to the fact that the area was 
particularly suitable because of the 
fact that there were no populated areas 
nearby; that the country was not heavily 
wooded, and he pointed out other favor- 
able facts. Mr. Kierulff had stated in 
a letter to Colonel McChord that the Air 
Corps was quite welcome to the use of 
his proper y for gunnery purposes, 
Fointing out that the place was ideal, 
with a good well, the absence of malari- 
= ee ee and with decidedly less 
Tainfall than areas nearer the Canal. He 
further stated that there would be no 
cost to the government involved. 

Thus the project was initiated. Since 
the spring of 1934, there has been a 
Constant and growing use of the field at 
Rio Hato, Barracks and sheds were built, 
the field improved, gunnery ranges laid 


cut, more land wae secured from the own- |. 


alien 


1 laid. 





er through leases. pence camps were 
held; Wing maneuvers were based there, 
and from time to time additions were 
made to equipment and installations, 
Early in the summer of 1938, with the 
eg — mn of additional funds, the 
9th Wing commenced a program of con- 
struction and re-construction at Rio 
Hato, with a view to converting it into 
a permanent auxiliary base, with build- 
ings to replace tents and facilities to 
care for a larger number of officers 
and men. Work was commenced immedi- 
ately, with troops of the llth Engin- 
eers from the post of Corozal, command- 
ed by Captain Warren N, Underwood, 
taking pan of new construction, 
Barracks were built to house a hundred 
men and eighteen officers. A long and 
roomy mess hall was constructed, and 
kitcnen fixtures were installed. A © 


| sewage disposal system was planned and 


constructed. Sheds and storage houses 
were repaired and concrete walks were 
An officers' recreation hall 
came into being by building an addition 
to an old adobe cabin, Facilities for 
@ post exchange were built into one end 
of the mess hall. <A new well was dug, 
thus increasing the formerly scanty 
water supply. 

When the detachment of Engineers left, 
the camp at Rio Hato was ready. e 
buildings were newly painted, and all 
installations were complete. On the 
evening of August 29th, all of the of- 
ficers of the 19th Wing were on hand 
for the opening of the camp with a Wing 
Dinner, and enthusiasm ran high. Every- 
where it was agreed that field maneuv- 
ers there would take on a new degree 
of comfort, convenience and efficiency. 
_ The camp at Rio Hato becomes of ever 
increasing importance in the projects 
of the Air Corps in Panama. 


PAVED RUNWAYS AT ALBROOK FIELD 


A call for bids has been made by the 
War Department for the construction of 
paved runways at Albrook field, The 
specifications call for one runway of 
approximately 2,500 feet in length by 
200 feet in width and another approxi- 
mately 1,000 feet in length by 75 feet 
in width, The runways will fill a 
need at this station which has been 
felt for some time, as operations are 
greatly hindered at times due to the 
heavy rainfall. No dates have been 
announced for the commencement.of the 
Project, but it is anticipated that it 
will go forward with all possible speed. 
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A VERSATILE AIR CORPS ORGANIZATION 


The Base Headquarters and 20th Air 
Base Squadron, with station at Nichols 
Field, Rizal, P.I., and commanded by 
Majcr E.J. Carpenter, Air Corps, is well 
represented in practically every activi- 
ty on the post. In addition, it furnish- 
es 62 men to Clark Field and a smaller 
number to several units in Manila, such 
as operators for the Air Corps Crash 
Boats, to the Philippine Department Head- 

rters, Philippine Division Military 
Olice, ae ey gr Department Motor 

Transport Pool, Camp John Hay and stu- 
dents at Fort William McKinley, P.I. 

With its present strength of 363 men 
and the activities to which they are 
distributed, it is readily understood 
how many vocations are required by the 
members of this organization and their 
importance. 

Captains Alden R, Crawford, Mark K. 
Lewis, Jr., and lst Lieut. Charles i. 
Anderson, Air Corps, are attached te the 
Office of the Military Advisor, Govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth of the Philip- 
Pines. Captain Crawford is the Acting 
Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics, and 
na Cpe Lewis is the Acting Chief of the 
Philippine Army Air Corps, waile Lieut. 
Anderson is the Operations Officer and 
Chief Flying Instructor of the nti 
pine Army. Captain J.P, Kirkendail is 
on detached service at Clark Field, He 
is the Adjutant of that post and looks 
after tke welfare of the 62 men detached 
from this organization at that station. 

Other officers of the Squadron are lst 
Lieut. John Paul (Paddy) Ryan, who is 
Squadron Adjutant, Custodian of Funds 
and Chemical Warfare Officer, with addi- 
tional post duties as Range Officer and 
Officer in Charge of the Air Corps Main- 
tenance, He is at present supervising 
the construction of a runway, which is 
nearing completion and which will be 
beneficial to the taking-off and landing 
of aircraft, particularly during the 
rainy season, when much of the field 
heretofore was inundated during that 
time. First Lieut. German P. Culver is 
Squadron Mess Officer and Assistant Post 
Transportation Officer, and end Lieut. | 
William E, Covington, Jr., is Supply Of- 
ficer and Assistant Squadron Adjutant. 

Major Carpenter has been instrumental 
in bringing about several improvements 
within the Squadron, namely, the con- 
struction of sidewalks, enlargement of 
the squadron mess and the installation 
af ten ponge ceiling fans in the bar- 
racks which provide practically "Air 
Conditioned" sleeping quarters for the 
entire personnel, . 

In spite of the enormous turnover of 
personnel, the organization operates me- 
thodically, with a high morale anda ~ 
minimum of the difficulties experienced 
by similar organizations of its size, 


mentioned did not include 39 Philippine 

Scouts and 5 enlisted men from other 

branches, The Philippine Scouts main-~ 

tain the Philippine Department Stables 

which are located < See Field, 
---000~~-- 


AERIAL GUNNERY TRAINING IN PHILIPPINES 


Air Corps officers of the 4th Compos- 
ite Group, Nichols Field, P.I., recently 
completed another phase of their Group 
Training Directive at the eompletion of 
aerial gunnery and bombing practice, 
Fourteen officers participated in the 
record practice and ten of them made 
qualifying scores. ed 

In firing for the qualificaticn of 
Aerial Gunner, nine of the ten officers 
fired Observation Course 3 and one, lst 
Lieut. Norman R. Burnett, fired Pursuit 
Course 4, This officer, with a score 
of 680, attained the qualification of 
"Marksman," 

Officers who attained the qualifica- 
tion of a. were ond Lieut. W.E. 
oes (800); Captain J.P, Kirkendall 

704); 2nd Lieut. C.K. Bowen, Jr. (662); 
lst Lieut. Tom W. Scott (652) and nd 
Lieut. J.J. Nazzaro (603). The qualifi- 
cation of "Sharpshooter" was attained 
by ist Lieut. H.N. Burkhalter, Jr., and 
end Lieut. J.R. Gunn, whose scores were 
568 and 517, respectively. First Lisut. 
Andrew Meulenberg with a score of 436, 
and Captain Fred 0, Tally, with 432, 
qualified as "Marksman," 


---000--— 


ANNUAL INSPECTION OF SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Lieut. Colonel Junius W. Jones, Air 
Corps, (Inspector General's Department), 
who visited Selfridge Field, Mich., for 
the mmpoee of making the regular annual 
laspection of the activities ef this 
post, commented very favorably on its 
condition and offered assistance in ob- 
taining the required needs for a field 
of this proportion, 

Col. Jones, accompanied by Major 
Lawreuce P, Hickey, lst Pursuit Group 
Commander, made an inspection »%f the 
hangars and barracks of the Group during 
the morning.of October 6th, ‘The after- 
noon was devoted to inspection of the 
Air Bese Supply, Comaissary, Base Commu- 
nications, end Weather Squadron Detach- 
ment and the Security Section. On Octo- 
ber 8th, the 
uarters and Jrd Air Base Squadron were 
nspected in ranks, followed by fifteen 
minutes of close order drill. During 
the remainder of the day, Colcnel Jones, 
accompanied by Colonel Henry B. Clagett, 
Air Base Commander, and Lieut. Colonel 
Laurence F, Stone, inspected the Base 
Squadron Barracks, Officers! Club and 
Mess, N.C.0O, Club, Chaplain's activities, 
Base Hospital, Base Engineering and 





Incidentally, the 363 men previously 
: -] 


Ordnance, 
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CHANGES IN THE OCTOBER, 1938, CLASS AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


In the issue of the Air Cerps News Letter of 
September 15, 1938, it was stated that a total 
of 228 candidates had qualified for appointment 
as Flying Cadets and were slated to report at 
the Air Corps Primary Flying School at Randolph 
Field, Texas, on October 10th to begin training 
with the October, 1938, class. 

Since the publication of the above, the num 
ber ef Flying Cadets in this new class was in- 
creased to 236, but quite a number of changes 
were effected in the personnel of this class. 
A total of 54 candidates among those already 
listed for Flying Cadet intment declined 
same for various reasons, the majority of them 
expressing their desire to enter the July,1939, 
class. Among these latter are quite a number 
of Reserve officers of other branches of the 
service who are new on active duty status and 
who yosteneee to delay their flying training 
until the termination of their active yes: 
tours. Others who are still attending college 
decided to wait wtil their graduation thore- 
from. These 54 vacancies were filled by other 
eligible candidates and eight additional ones 
were also selected, thus making the numerical 
strength of the Flying Cadet student body in 
the October, 1938, Class 236, as previously 
stated. 

The candidates previously listed as being 
selected for Flying Cadet appointment and who 
i (paar declined same are given below, as 

ollows: 


Woodward, John 

Campbell, Murry Oates 
Nickels, Clabourne Woodrow 
Viverette, Donlyn 
Williems, James Rhue Clovis, Calif. 
Barr,Clifton Franktin Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Nowells,Richard Wright Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Ciccalone, Thomas James East Hartford, Com. 
Greco, Ralph Louis Kensington, Conn. 
Marshall, John Donald Savannah, Ge. © 
Poulson, Paul, Jr. Beise, Idaho 
Beardsley, Henry Lindorf ast St. Louis, Ill. 
Whitehurst, Junius Prentice Peoria, I1l. 
Floyd, Harold Talamco, Ill. 
Swinehart, Marion Louis South Bend, Ind. 
Bair, Robert Yarnell Des Moines, Icwa 


Fort McClellan, Ala. 
Cane Hibl,. Ark. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Parsley, Harold Vineent Hornick, Iowe. 
Eyres, William Gordon Le Mars, Iowa 
Ford, Eugene Matthew West Bend, Iowa 
Pollom, Lester Winner Topeka, Kans. 
Davis, Eugene oxanna, Ky. 
Tower, John R. Easton, Md. 
Blakely, Carl Paul Boston, Mass. 
Regan, Payl Gerard Boston, Mass. 
McGrath,John Francis,Jr. Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Walden, David Carroll Milton, Mass. 


Frederick, Julian Ross Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Bash, Robert Edwin East re Mich. 
Kaiser, William Francis Flint, Mich. 
Ferrell, Max Everett Cass Lake, Minn. 
Well, Marvin R. © Minneapolis, Mim. 
MeCorkle, Leon M. Gelisterr, Mo. 
Hauk, Paul Ignatius Malta, Mont. 
Largon, Robert Sherman son Falls, Mont. 
Wood, William Johnston buquerque, N. M. 
Bear, Charles F. Syracuse, N. Y. 
Speers, Charles Frederick Syracuse, N. Y. 


~1ll- 





Hoffman, Charles Calvin Dewey, Okla. 
Trosper, Earl Joseph Oklaheme City, Okla. 
Shewalter, Frank M. Reno, Nevad« 


Ridge Spring, S.C. 
Hearne, Texas 
Randolph Field, Texac 
Lexington, Ye. 
Newport News, Ve. 


Beatwright ,Lewellyn T. ,Jr. 
McKemie, Jack F. 

Nendell, Jack A. 

Travis, Frank H. 

Sherman, James Christian 


Venable, Eugene Roane Roanoke, Va. 
Herrell, Richard 0., Jr. South Boston, Va. 
Simmons, Harold Ernest Seattle, Wash. 
Flowers, Noel Quentin Silverdale, Wash. 
McFarland, Donald L. ‘Spokane, Wash. 


Buckhannon, W. 7a. 


Lownen, William Morris . 
Morgantown, W. Va. 


Dawson, James Stenger 
Raab, Hilary A. Laramie, Wyo. 
Burke, Richard Patrick Newburyport, Mass. 

The 62 new candidates selected for Flying 
Cadet appointment for the October, 1938, class 
are listed below, as follows: 


Wood, James William, Jr. 

Parker, Harry 

Seeburger, Francis F. 

Ehret, Roland C. 

Albin, George Louis 

Wetherell, Wells Seymour 
er, Howard, Jr. 


Birmingham, Ale. 
Jerome, Ariz. 
Crockett, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Manchester, Conn. 
Washington, D.C. 


Cauthen, Columbus Frank Atlanta, Ga. 
Behm, Raymond Gaston Decatur, Ga. 
Arp, David Hayden Ellijay, Ge. 
Sapp, Russell Hale Vincent Nampa, Idahx 
Hanes, Horace Albert Armington, I11. 
Booth, David F. Chicago, 111. 
Brennan, Edward Joseph Chicago, I11: 
McCerkle, John Chicago, I11. 
Nowak, Albert C. Chicago, Ill. 
Ford, John Willard Indianapolis, Ind. 
Brady, Patrick Andrew Boston, >Mass. 


Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Newton Center, Mass. 
Newton Highlands, Mass. 
Northampton, Mass. 
Detroit, Mich. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Gilbert, Minn. 

Grand Rapids, Minn. 
Middle River, Minn. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Harlowton, Mont. 
Westfield, N.J. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Chautaugua, N.Y.. 

New York, N.Y. 

New York, N.Y. 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Wilmington, N.c. 
Minot, N.D. 

Dayton, Ohio 
Claremore, Okla. 
Eufaula, Okla. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Bridgeville, Fa. 
Kingston, Pa. 
Pittsburgh, Fa. 
Wysox, Pa. 
Franklin, Tenn. 


V-7865, A.C. 


Bacon, David 

Evans, John Richard, Jr. 
McCulloch, John R. 
Oswin, Leonard Walter 
McWilliams, George E. 
Fanckboner, Austin F. 
Strathern, William E. 
Korte, Heimo John 
Mathieu, John Ralph 
King, Arthur Christere 
Martin, Bert C. 
Lindberg, Allen 
Freeman, Daniel W. 
Freeland, Frank 
Genovese, Joseph R. 
Bennink, Donald Thomas 
Harsh, Forrest R. | 
Landes, Sidney Winston 
Passage, John T. 

Sloan, William Green 
Dahl, Alva Elroy 
Chapin, William E. 
Hoffmen, Gorald Ward 
Burhus, John L. 

Askew, Richard Franklin 
Boyce, Robert B. 

Evans, Robert W. 
Steinmetz, Joseph Alexander. 
Piollet, Victor Emile 
Kinnard, Claiborne H., Jr. 





Griggs, Lyndall Friendship, Tenn. 
Anderson, Thomas Wilson Nashville, Tenn. 
Browa, Malvern Hill W. . Nashville, Tenn. 
Pemington, Richard B. Old Hickory, Tenn. 
McDonald, Wm Emory Corsicana, Texas 
Davis, Phillip Martin San Antonio, Texas 
Schauer, Paul C. San Antonio, Texas 


Easley, Samuel J. Alexandria, Va. 
Wertenbaker, George L., Jr.Charlottesville, Va. 
Kinney, Charles B. Brownton, W.Va. 
Bathke, Burton C. Milwaukee, Wis. 
Hutchinson, Arthur Mills Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Flying Cadets, Enlisted Men 
Harper, Henry A. Belleville, Ill. 
Comany G, llth Inf., Ft. Benj.Harrison, Ind. 
Walsh, Rayfield Wm. Texarkana, Texas 
6th Air Base Sgqdn., Barksdale Field, La. 


In the October class as now constituted, in- 
cluding the 113 second lieutenants cf the Regu- 
lar Army, who graduated from the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, N.Y., in Jume, 1938, and 
were assigned to the Air Corps for flying train- 
ing, Illinois leads the Stetes represented with 
a total of 32 students, followed by New York 
_ with 27. Other States which are represented by 
five or more students are Pennsylvania with 18; 
California, 17; Oxlahom., 15; Alabama and Messa- 
chusetts, 14 each; Tennessee, 13; Michigan and 
Ohio, 12 each; New Jersey and Georgia, 10 each; 
Arkansas and Texas, 9 each; Iowa, 8; Virginia, 
7; Connecticut, Kansas, Minnesota and -Mississip- 
pi, 6 each; Floride, Indiana, Louisiana, Mis- 
souri, Washington and Wyoming, 5 each, 

Keeping in step with her State, Chicago leads 
the cities represented in the new class, with 
14 students. Other cities represented by three 
or more students are New York City with 6; Los 
Angeles, Calif., and Washington, D.C., 5 each; 
— te Ark. , Seattle, Wash., and Detroit, 

ich., each; Brooklyn, N.Y., and Champaign, 
Ill., 3 each. iss st 





—_— | 
STATION ASSIGNMENTS FOR NEW AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


In the previous issue of the Air Corps News 
letter there was listed the names of 188 sec- 
ond lieutenants, who recently passed the com- 
petitive examination, and were commissioned in 
the Air Corps, Regular Army, as of October 1, 
1933. The station assignments of these new 
officers were also given except in the ceases of 
those enumerated below who recently received 
orders assigning then to stations, as follows: . 

To Randelph Field, Texas: 2nd Lts. Philip 
Beeton Kiein, Donaid Williem Haarman. 

To March Field, Calif.: 2nd Lieuts. Richard 
Frederick Lorenz, Thomas Kerns Hampton, Marcus 
Fleming Cooper, John Mark Ferris, Ansley Watson, 
J ene Smith. 

© Hamilton Field, Calif.: 2nd Lts. Donald 
Root Strotaer, sevrard Adolf Schriever, Harry 
Wilson Markey, Doneld Ellis Ridings. 

To Langley Fieli, Va.: 2nd Lieuts. Raleigh 
Hunter Maclin, Joshua Thomas Winstead, Jr. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 2nd Lieuts. Mayhue 
Delbert Biaine, James Oldham Ellis. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: 2nd Lieut. Marvin 
Christian Demler. 

To Sen Antonio Air Depot, Texas, for duty 























with Srd Transport Squadron: 2nd Lieuts.Leslie 





Etheridge Martin, Edward George Kiehle. 
To Middletown Air ot, Pa., for duty with 
ranspor adron: Leonar r- rbough, 
Jemes John Hoberts. 
To Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., for 


4th Transport Squadroni end Lieuts. Thomas 
Scott Algert, Williem Waring Miller. 


To Fairfield Air Depot, Patterson Field, Ohio, 
for duty with lst Transport Squadron: ond Lis. 
Evart Wilbur Hedlund, Kenneth Wilbur Lawver. 

---000-~~ 


COMMISSIONS FOR MARCH FIELD RESERVE OFFICERS 














Of 63 March Field Reserve officers who took 
the competitive exemination for Regular conmis- 
sions, twenty-four, or 38%, were appvinted 2nd 
Lieutenants in the Air Corps, Regular Army, on 
October 1, 1938, viz: 
32nd Bombardment Squadron 





Connally, Janes T. Waco, Texas. 
McIntyre, Patrick W. Chicago, Ti. 
Schmitt, Arthur W., Jr. Madison, N.d. 


30th Bombardment Squadron 
Byerly, Jean R. . Estes Park, Colo. 
Boréeion, Henry 0. Marksville, La. 
Schwanbeck, Raymond V. Ash Fork, Ariz 
Reynolds, "lbert D. Beaumont, Texa 
Ketcham, Edward W. Madison, $S.! 
Hardy, Robert F. Flint, Mich. 
Ferris, John M. Detroit, Mich 
Schaetzel, George E. Alhambra. ,, Celif. 
19th Bombardment Group 
Kreps, Kenneth k, Riverside, Calif. 
33th Reconnaissance Squadron 
Ecklund, Sven H. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Herlick, Conrad J... San Bernardino, Calif. 
34th Attack Squadron 
Rendle, Irvine A. Rawlins, Wyo. 
Box, Clyde : Nevada, Texas 
Hatcher, William A., Jr. Detroit, Mich. 
_ 95th Attack Squadron 
Travis, James L. ~ Portland, Ore. 

















Funk, Ben I. Wray, Colo. 
Lorenz, Richard F. Chicago, I1l. 
Wilson, Delmar E. Ephrata, Wash. 


73rd Attack Squadron -° 

Bywater, Murray A. _ Salt Lake City, Utah 
Carlson, Arthur C., Jr. Jerome, Ariz. 
Gallagher, Frencis B. R EL Paso, Texas 
m——OU0— = 





ATR CORPS OFFICER ON DUIY WITH NAVY, 


Lieut. Colonel Farly E.W. Duncan, who has 
been Public Relations Officer at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., since 1936, was recently 
ordered to San Diego, Calif., for one year's 
duty as War Department Representative on the 
staff of the Commandant of the Aircraft Battle 
Force. 

---000-== 


COLONEL FRANK APPOINTED BRIGADIER GENERAL 
Colonel Walter H. Frank, Air Corps, was ap- 


‘|pointed, effective September 30, 1938, as 
-| temporary Wing Commander, with the rank of 
| Brigadier General in the Air Corps. 
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NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN FAIL TO QUALIFY AS SAILORS 


Lieut. Chester A, Cockrill, author of 
the article on the enc nt at Valpa~- 
raiso, Fla., of the 154th Observatien 
Squadron, Arkansas National Guard, and 
which appears elsewhere in this issue, 
tells a sr thy rete’ incident which oc- 
cured shortly following the arrival of 
the National Guard airmen at the camp. 

The convoy and flight arrived at Camp 

lin, Valparaiso, Fla,, on Saturday. 

e next day, being Sunday, all officers 
were gran tes leave, with the understand- 
ing that they would be back at the camp 
in time for retreat at 5:30 p.m. An inm- 
coreans officers' meeting was scheduled 
or 6:30 p.m., in preparation for flying 
operations during the camp. 

That afternoon, Captain Charles M, 
Taylor, Lieut. Jnel Y,. Ledbetter and 
Lieut. Cockrill, clad only in swimming 

8, rented an 18-font sailboat at 
fort Walton and attempted to sail it 
down Choctawhatchee Bay to Valparaiso, a 
distance of approximately eight miles. 
Just before leaving, the owner of the 
voat very carefully explained to us how 
40 Operate the running lights. I thought 
+t was f at the time. He assured us, 
aowever, that there would be no need for 
the lights; that once we got out in the 
middle of the bay we would strike a 
strong wind, and that it would not take 
ts more than an hour and a half at the | 
Inst to get to Fon, oi We had no diffi- 
age 4 getting started and soon arrived 
at the highway bridge, which we had to 
bass under, 

Our mast was too nigh s0, as instruct- 
ed, we blew on the sh pis horn three 
times and, after tactenne around several 
times, the bridge was finally opened 
tying up traffic, and we were away like 
2 hesuse on fire. We had no more than 
dassed under the bridge than the wind 
died down, We never did strike the pro- 
nised breeze, and from that time on we 
barely moved - and then semetimes back- 
wards, At dusk we arrived at the en- 
trance of Valparaiso Bay, where we en- 
countered a strong land breeze. Despite 

comrades' claims that they were expe- 
rienced sailors, they could not tack © 
successfully into the narrow bay. Short- 
‘y after dark, the wind died down and we 
Were again becalmed, We 3 drifting 
aimlessly out into the bay towards the 
wulf and could tell from the drag on our 
anchor that the outgoing tide was going 
4 carry us out into the Gulf. We at- 
sempted to light our running lights and 
<Ound that only the red light had any 
vick or coaloil. We attempted to signal 
‘Or help with the red li but with no 
Yesult. We shouted and blew SOS on 
the ship's horn until I was out of 
xXYeath, but try as we might we could at- 
tract no attention, Not having a paddle, 
ve tried to tear up the floor boards, but 





hey were securely nailed. We had no 


tools of any kind. We frantically work- 
ed the tiller back and forth, but the 
tide was too much for us. We just knew 
all the fish breaking around the boat 
were sharks and had visions of going to 
sleep and falling off the boat, which 
was not big enough for three people to 


sleep on. 
At 10:30 p;n. we heard the moter of 
a boat and inally attracted its atten- 


tinn with our red lantern, Iwuckily, we 
had drifted into the Gulf in the path 
of a fishing boat returning from a two 
days' fishing trip in the Gulf. We were 
towed.in to "Val-p" and none of us has 
been in the boat since. 

Eight and one-half hours in a small 
sailboat, clad only in swimming trunks, 
with no food, water, cigarettes or 
stimulants was an experience that none 
of us wish to repeat. We all decided 


| that the air was much safer than the 


water. Just before we were rescued I 
suggested that we use our last match to 
burn the sails, as they weren't doing 
us any good anyway. To Taylor, be- 
ing the instigator of the trip, was 
blamed for all our ill luck, and we 
accused him of having shot the 
Albatross. What we needed was a sea 
captain and not a captain in the Nation- 
al Guard, Major Adrian Williamson was 
so relieved to find us that he forgot 
to discipline us for missing the offi- 
cers! meeting. rs 

wwe) O wacee 


AVIATION ORDNANCE SCHOOL STARTS NEW CLASS 


Lieut. Commander Ernest W. Litch 
Naval representative of the General 
Headquarters Air Force staff, spoke 
briefly on October 3rd at the epening of 
the fourth annual two-month's course-of 
instruction at the School of Aviation 
Ordnance at Langley Field, Va. He dis- 
cussed the relationship and the import- 
ance of properly assembled bombs and 
oe in the airplane of today and 
stated the Navy was interested in avia- 
tion ordnance, 

Lieut. Colonel Russell L, Maxwell, 
Commanding Officer of the Tenth Ordnance 
Service Company and Ordnance Officer of 
the GHQ Air Force, and Captain Edward’P. 
Mechling, Commanding Officer of the 
First Platoon, also presented viewpoints 
- the importance of ordnance in the Air 

Orps. 

At the time the Langley Field branch 
of the School of Aviation Ordnance offi- 
cially announced its: enrollment of 
eleven students in the st of bombard~ 
ment bombs, five other air bases also 
started their respective courses of in- 
struction, including pyrotechnics at 
Mitchel Field, N.¥,; administrative 
study at Hamilton Field, Calif.; Attack 
bomb course at Barksdale Field, Ia.; ma- 
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chine gun and aircraft at a 
Field, Mich.; and at March Field, Calif., 
instructors will train Ordnance Reserve 
officers as assigned to the GHQ Air 
Force. ‘ 

T.L, Gaines, Hampton, will be instruc- 
tor in ammunition at the local school, 
with Sergeant Fred A. Riley as instruc- 
tor in small arms. The students include 
Staff Sergeants G.A. Aamold and R.R, 
Fitzwater, of the First Platoon; Pri- 
vates Henry Charletta and. R.L, Vick, of 
the 49th Bombardment Squadron; F.L, 
Poisker and J.J. Guzewich, of the 96th 
Bombardment Squadron, and W.A, Brown, 
W.W. Boyd, c. 8. Jackson, B, Kinley and 
C. Lambert, of the First Platoon. 

Commander Litch arrived at Langley. 
Field on October Srd from Pensacola, 
Fla., where he has been stationed for 
some time. Born in Boston, Mass., on 
November 22, 1897, he graduated from the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md., in | 
1919, During his years of Naval aviation 
service he has served on all the airplane 
carriers in the United States Fleet. 


ATR CORPS ACTIVITIES IN HAWAII 


The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron. has 
been engaged in transition and familiar- 
ization flights in B-18 airplanes with 
the 2érd Bombardment Squadron. At this 
writing, all pilots have been checked 
off and are now making additional . 
flights for more thorough familiariza- 
tion. Five of the Squadron's B-l2's 
have already been transferred out, and 
the ey is being made ready with ad- 
ditional hoists and wing lifts for B-18 
assembly. 

The activities of the 23rd Bombardment 
Squadron during the first two weeks of 
September were devoted primarily to 
checking off_and giving B-18 transition 
flying to all assigned officers of the 
4th Reconnaissance Squadron. These of- 
ficers, who are shortly to begin opera- 
tions with their own B-18 cirplanes, 
tackled the transition flying with much 
esgerness. As a result, all were check- 
ed off as soon as the minimum flying 
time requirements were fulfilled in 
either the pilot or co-pilot status, de- 
pending upon their qualificatinns. Af- 
ter checking off, all were given five 
hours additional flying to become more 
familiar with the B-18's before they 
start work with their own planes. 

With the aid of the two B-12's from 
the 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, the 


23rd Bombardment Squedron has been carry- 


ing on aerial gumnery off shore from 
Kaena Point, So far, only practice 
courses have been fired, out the entire 
Squadron is waiting for the record fir- 
ing .to see how the combat crews compare.. 
e first four months' course for en- 
listed combat crewmen has been completed 
and all who took the Squadron course of 


instruction. were given their final exam- 
ination the first week of September. The 
grades have not yet been published, but 


all who had anything to do with the 
school feel that the results will be sat- 
isfactory. : 

The 31st. Bombardment Squadron has 
taken over the rehabilitation of the 
Hickam Field tent.camp for the month of 
September. In addition to many minor 
construction details, the men of this or- 
ganization will construct a new mess 
hall, kitchen and day room, Flying has 
been cut to a minimum for the month. 

The 72nd Bombardment Squadron: was busy 
during the last two weeks of September 
familiarizing the personnel of the SOth 
Reconnaissance Squadron with the B-18 
airplane. It is anticipated that in the 
near future the 50th Squadron will be 
equipped with B~18's to replace the 
Bel2's they are now using. 


PERSONNEL NOTES 


The following-named A.C. officer's, who 
held temporary appointments in tne 
grades indicated, received permanent ap- 
pointment in such grades, with rank from 
October 1, 1938, viz: 

- Lieut. Colonel Oliver P, Echols, 
_— Ralph B, Walker, Clarence B. 
Lober, John K, Cannon, Arthur J. Melan- 
son, Théodore J, Koenig, Grandison 
Gardner, Alvan C, Kincaid and Omer 0, 
Niergarth, 

Effective October 1, 1938, Captain 
Kenneth N, Walker was appointed to the 
grade of Major (temporary). fs 

Upon their own application, Major 
Edward D, Jones, of Hamilton Field, 
Calif., was retired from active service, 
effective September 39, 1928, =fter more 
than 21 years' service, while Colonel 
Albert L. Sneed, stationed ai Maxwell 
Field, Ala., is to ret.re from active 
service, effective December 31, 1938, 
after more than 34 years'. service. 

Lieut. Colonel Charles B,. Oldfield, 
Air Corps, was assigned ‘to duty as Com- 
manding Officer of Air Corps troops at 
Fort Lewis, Wash. . 


Upon the completion of his tour of 
duty in the Hawaiian Department, Captain 
Frank D, Klein, Air Corps,.-is assigned 
to duty at Hamilton Field, Calif, — 

Air Reserve officers assigned to ac- 
tive duty at Randolph Field, Texas, to 
October 2, 1940, are 2nd Lieuts, Lewis - 
&, Sanders, Fort Wayne, Ind., and Don 
Monenick Cascio, Staten Island, N.Y. 
Other Reserve officers assigned to this 
} station are 2nd Lts. Joseph C. Mackey, 


of Columbus, 0., and John-A.H. Miller, 
rege ag Kans., to October 9th and 











~14. 


7th, 194, respectively. 
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AIR DEMONSTRATION AT LEGION CONVENTION 


With its ge phrase - "f routine 
flight" - twelve B-17's of the Second 
Bombardment Group took off at sufficient 
intervals and on different routes, so 
that each flight would be individual, 
for March Field, Calif., to participate 
in the exercises incident to the Ameri- 
can Legion Convention. All kinds of 
weather was encountered, witn headwinds 
of considerable force, The woather at 
March Field, the terminal, was quite 
bad, but all ships got through without 
any mishap. 

As is fitting for a superior airplane 
(the B-17), the 2nd Bombardment Group of 
es td Field led the parade, and the ~ 
B-17's aroused much comment due to their 
appearance of streamlined efficiency. 

Touching on the participation of the 
49th Bombardment Squadron in the aerial 
demonstration during the American Legion 
Convention, the News Letter Correspond- 
ent states that the officers who navigat- 
ed to and from the West Coast were those 
uther than the 2 oe Celestial navi- 
gators, but that the 49th came through 
as usual, The Squadron completed the 
mission non-stop from Langley Field to 
March Field, as: originally planned. The 
respective elapsed times of the planes 
of the 49th were 12:30, 12:40 and 13:10 
hours. 

All officers of the 20th Bombardment 
Squadron, with the four B-17 airplanes, 
participated in the aerial demonstration 
during the Legion Convention at Los 
Angeles, This Squadron flew individual 
navigation missions approximately eight 
minutes apart, 

---000-~-- 


CONGRATULATIONS FOR GENERAL KILNER 


Officers and enlisted men at Langley 
Field, Va., were elated when the news 
was received that Colonel Walter G. 
Kilner, Chief of Staff, GHQ Air Force, 
had been promoted to the post of Assis- 
tant to the Chief of the Air Corps, with 
the rank of Brigadier General, e new- 
1y appointed Brigadier General was at 
his desk when the news was received, and 
throughout the day he was a. busy - 
answering congratulatory calls from mili 
tary associates and over the telephone. 

"The appointment came as a complete 
surprise to me," the new Assistant Chief 
said, "and I am gratified with the many 
felicitations that have come to me. I 
have nothing more to say at this time." 

General Kilner is a native of Syracuse, 
New York, He graduated from the United 
States Military Academy, West Point, 
N.¥., in 1912, and two years later he 

Oined the Aviation Section, Signal 
orps. He served at a number of fields, 
attended the Tactical School at Maxwell 
Field, Ala., the Army Industrial College 
and the Army War College at Washington, 





D.C., and the Air Corps Ingineering 
School when it was located at McCook 
Field, Dayton, Ohio. He came to Langley 
Field, Va., about two years ago as Chief 
of Training and Operations. He was as- 
signed as Chief of Staff of the GHQ Air 
Force on September 1, 1938, 

Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, relieved Brigadier Gen- 
eral Walter G, Kilner, Assistant to the 
Chief of the Air Corps, from detail as a 
member 2f the General Staff Corps and 
from assignment to the General Staff 
with troops, and from further duty as 
Chief of Staff, GHQ Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va., and assigned him to duty in 
the Office of the Chief of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 
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NOTES ON LANGLEY FIELD ACTIVITIES 


Since the B-15 has been assigned to 
Langley Field and to. the 49th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, so many senior officers 
have evinced a desire to see this plane 
that tours are conducted, and Lieut. 
Robertson was made "Chief Guide" for the 
inspection of the B-15. The scribe of 
the 49th states that "Robbie" has proved 
to be quite an orator, with a vast fund 
of information, and so he was delegated 
as Chief of the Kubber-Neck Section of 
the 49th, 


All of the Reserve officers of the 
49th Bombardment Squadron wh) took the 
examination for commission in the Regu- 
lar Air Corps received them, and so 
the 49th again came through a hundred 
percent. Congratulations and best wish- 
es are extended to the new second lieut- 
enants - John B. Montgomery, Henry C. 
Godman, Bela A.Harcos and John H. Eakin, 

During the latter part of August, the 
96th Bombardment Squadron was given one 
of the new B-18A Bombardment planes for 
comparison tests with the B-18, All of- 
ficers who had the opportunity of flying 
this airplane commented on the increased 
comfort 2f this latest type plane. 

The 96th Bombardment Squadron is proud 
to announce that all enlisted men assign- 
ed to the Bombardiers' School successful- 
ly soaeee the course and qualified as 
Bombardiers., 

Lieut. G,E., Williams, of the 20th Bom- 
bardment Squadron, recently established 
what is believed to be a military record 
at skeet shooting. One hundred and 
fifty birds were broken before one got 
away intact, 

the Hgrs. and Hqrs. Squadron, 2nd Bom- 
bardment Group, now has two BC-1l's, Cap- 
tain C.a, O'Cennor recently ferrying one 
to Langley Field from the North American 
Aircraft Corporation, Inglewood, Calif. 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS IN THE PHILIPPINE DEPARTMENT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


For the information of the readers of the Air Corps News Letter, we publish the following 
list of officers who are now performing duty in the Philippine Department, showing also the 
date their foreign service commenced: 


Rank Name Name Tour started Remarks (Principal duty) 


Lt. Col. Royce, Ralph _ June, 1937 Air Officer 

Lt. Col. Crom, William H. Oct. 1937 C.0. Nichols Field and 4th Composite Group 

Major Seaton, David S. Feb. 1937 C.Q. Philippine Air Depot. 

Major Blackburn, Lloyd C. May 1938 C.0. 2nd Observation Squadron 

Major Carpenter, Earle J. Oct. 1937 C.0. Base Hgqrs. and 20th Air Base Squadron 

Major McNeil, Guy L. Feb. 1938 C.0. 28th Bomb. Squadron (Clark Fiela) 

Major Backes, Charles Cct. 1937 Group Operations Officer 

Captain Crawford, Alden 8. Oct. 1937 Duty with Philippine Commonwealth Govt. 

Captain Kirkendall, John P. Feb. 1938 Adjutent, Clark Field, (temporary duty). 

Captain Bacher, Frederick A. Jr. Oct. 1937 Philippine Air Depot. 

Captain Levis, Mark K., Jr. May 1937 Add. duty Commonwealth Government. 

Ceptain Harbold, Norris B. May 1937 C.0., 3rd Pursuit Squadron. 

Captain Tally, Fred 0. July 1937 Philippine Air Depot 

lst Lt. Brownfield, Ralph 0. July 1937 Post Exchange Officer 

lst Lt. Pillet, Frederick A. Oct. 1936 Group Com. and Armament Off.; Post Sig. Off 

lst Lt. Inlay, Talma W. May 1937 Philippine Air Depot 

lst Lt. Hood, Reuben C., Jr. July 1937 Post & Group Adjt.; Publicity and Inf. Off, 

lst Lt. Ryan, John P. Feb. 1937 Base Hq. and 20th Air Base Sqdn. A.C. Main 

lst Lt. Brownfield, Leon R. May 1937 28th Bombardment Squadron, Clark Field 

lst Lt. Scott, Tom W. Cet. 1937 2nd Obs. Sqdu. (Engr. and Parachute Office 

lst Lt. Calhoun, Frederick E. July 1937 Philippine Air Depot 

lst Lt. Burnett, Norman R. Oct. 1937 3rd Pursuit Saqdn. Operations and Engr. Off. 

lst Lt. Miller, Joseph A. May 1937 Post Engr. Off. and Post Inspector 

lst Lt. Motherwell, David N. July 1937 28th Bomb. Squadron, Clark Field 

lst Lt. Bowman, Wendell W. July 1937 28th Rombardment Squadron, Clark Field 

lst Lt. Anderson, Charles H. July 1937 Add. duty Philippine Commonwealth Gov't. 

lst Lt. Harris, Hunter, Jr. Feb. 1937 28th Bombardment Squadron at Clark Field 

lst Lt. Meulenberg, Andrew Feb. 1938 end Obs. Sqdn. Photographic and Armmament 

; ‘Officer; Provost Marshal 
lst Lt. Burkhalter, Harry N., Jr. July 1937 2nd Obs. Squadron, Adjutant, Operations ant 
é Comminications Officer. 

lst Lt. Blair, Jerome E. II . 1936 3rd Pursuit Squadron Supply and Parachute 
Officer 

lst Lt. Donovan, Stanley J. . 28th Bombardment Squadron at Clark Field 

Ist Lt. Culver, German P. Base Hqrs. and 20th Air Base Squadron 

; Transportation Officer 

1st Lt. Neal, John 0. : Headquarters Squadron, Assistant Pest 
Engineering Officer and Inspector 

énd Lt. Maschmeyer, Edward W. * end Observation Squadron, Anokebens Opera- 

, tions Officer 

end Lt. Combs, Cecil E. ; 3rd Pursuit Squadron Communications Offi- 
cer end Assistant Engineering Officer 

end it. Gunn, James R. 2nd Observation Squadron, Supply Officer 

and it. Bowen, Carl K., Jr. end Observation Squadron Communications 
and Operetions Officer 

end Lt. Bartelle, John M. 3rd Pursuit Squadron Adjutant 

and Lt. Gray, Jackson H. 3rd Pursuit Squadron Mess Officer 

énd Lt. Covington, Wm E., Jr. Base Egrs. and 20th Air Base Squadron 
Supply Officer 

énd Lt. Nazzaro, Joseph J. Readpertarn Squadron Adjutant and Supply 

Z fficer 
eno Lt. Necrason, Conrad F. 3rd Pursuit Squadron Armament Officer 
end Lt. Todd, Paul £E. 28th Bombardment Squadron at Clark Field 


* Air Reserve 
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